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to   Southern   advocates  in  Parliament became politely
discouraging.

His work that year was full of echoes. The Poles flung
into insurrection; and an echo of old talks in 1831 came on
the wind, when a young Foreign Secretary had met anxious
patriots, felt vaguely sorry for them, but remembered from
lessons learnt in Lieven's drawing-room that the Czar must
not be tried too far. His line was still the same. He was
less tender of the Czar, perhaps; but he was equally in-
sistent on the sanctity of the Treaty of Vienna. It seemed
a useful way of tempering Napoleon's ardour. For, as in
1831, the French were still mysteriously devoted to the
Poles; and England followed at a cautious distance, although
the Queen was terribly alarmed at the French language
and proposals respecting Poland and thinks, "we must,
on NO account, let ourselves be dragged into what may be a
war with Germany." Lord Palmerston, it seemed, had used
most alarming language and left her shuddering at the
very thought of " what, if we are not very careful and very
guarded in our expressions to France, we may find ourselves
plunged into." The gentle Granville soothed her and
reported a Cabinet, where Palmerston had been cautious
on the question, though Russell was inclined to plunge.
The Polish cause, indeed, was always Whiggish. The
Whigs had pressed him hard to intervene in 1831; and now
he let Russell pour his indignation into essays of enormous
length delivered to the Russians. They did (he hoped)
no harm; they did (the world could see) no good. But they
helped to satisfy the overflowing moral sense of England
in 1863, and kept pace with Napoleon's chivalry. For it
was always judicious to attach a restraining Sancho Paaza
to that Quixote. A solitary excursion into Polish afiairs
might do endless harm; but with England at his elbow,
his tone was more subdued. The part that England played
to France was played, on a smaller stage, by Palmerston to
Russell. His taste for Poles was always of the mildest;
and when Majesty was nervous of a draft of Russell's, sfee
expressed a significant hope that it should be seen fcsr